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Getting Started in Stamp Collecting - Part 4 

Organizing the Mixture: Continued 

By Philip Visser 

One thing I have discovered during the years of collecting is that organizing the collection 
changes over the years because another aspect of the collection changes the over all layout of 
it. However, the focus of these articles is to help a new collector by providing some information 
and help to organize the mixture. This article will be about stamp albums, which can be another 
vast topic. 

Sorting through a mixture of stamps will produce stamps from across the world. By visiting a 
stamp store or dealer, it will be possible to get an album for a world wide collection. If this is 
your interest, then getting one may have some merit. A world wide album will provide spaces 
for stamps, but the printers will select stamps that are most likely to be used in general 
circulation. Besides providing some pictures of stamps issued, they will also leave blank spaces 
for stamps that may have come into your hands from various countries. Keeping a world wide 
collection however, will require lots of shelf space because a world wide collection will have 
several volumes and then time periods for each volume. I will continue this article about 
Canadian stamp albums, a country you will likely have more stamps from. 

Some hobby stores may have a Canadian stamp album on the shelf just waiting to be 
purchased. If you are able to look inside the album before buying it, you should consider what 
you are collecting. Previous articles discussed the soaking of stamps off of paper/envelopes 
and so the collection will begin with "used" stamps. Typically, these stamps will be individual 
ones so look if the album provides space for single stamps. Some albums have spaces for 
pairs, blocks of four and mini sheets. These are difficult to obtain in the used condition and are 
aimed for the collectors of "mint" stamps, that is, stamps that are fresh from the post office. 

There are several things to consider when choosing a stamp album for a beginning collection. 
One of the first things to consider is do you put the stamps on both sides of the page or only on 
one side. If the stamps are on both sides of the paper, there is a possibility of the stamps on 
opposite sides catching each other when leafing through the album, and then having the stamps 
tear off the page or themselves. There are some albums that still offer this option, but most of 
the albums have the stamps on one side of the page with the "back" side of the page being left 
blank. 

Most stamp albums will have single sided.pages, but more factors need to be considered. 
When looking at albums from various suppliers, most include the picture of the stamp in the 
order they were issued, usually by date but there may be some exceptions to this. Having 
pictures in each stamp location makes it easier to put the stamps into the album. Some albums 
will have the pictures printed in black and white as well as the rest of the page. There are a few 
albums that use colour ink and pictures. 

A feature that needs a little more consideration is the quality of the paper used to print the 
album on. Generally speaking, the lighter the weight of the paper, the cheaper the price of 
purchasing the album will be. If the entire history of Canadian stamps is desired, than it will take 
a couple of volumes to hold the collection. Now, if thicker, heavier paper is used, the entire 
collection will be housed in three or four albums at a significantly higher price per volume. 



Some album suppliers mention that the pages are not made from processed wood, thus 
avoiding the chance of paper production by-products that stay in the final product in your album. 
This feature also has a price premium which needs consideration when starting the collection. 

Lower end stamp albums will generally be printed on standard sized paper and put in a 3 ring 
binder. As the quality of the album goes up, the quality of the binder is increased with padded 
covers and maybe even a slip case to hold the album. When considering higher end albums, 
the page size increases as does the paper thickness. It does make for a nice album to leaf 
through, but how many people are interested in looking at your collection? A funny quirk I've 
observed is that most stamp collectors don't show their collections to other collectors, perhaps 
out of fear of that someone you know has a better collection than you do! No matter what, this 
is your hobby and dream, so have fun with it. 

Also with the higher end stamp albums comes the option of hingeless pages. Instead of using 
hinges to keep the stamp on the page, the page will have stamp mounts in the place for each 
stamp. By and large, this is a handy feature, but again, it comes with a price premium. All this 
mention of price offers an opinion shared by a fellow collector who said "I d rather put my 
money into the collection of stamps, not stamp albums." Again, the ugly reality is brought 
forward in that many times, our eyes are bigger than our wallets! Still keeping that in mind, 
most collectors have great pride in their collections, and when stamps clubs have variety nights, 
it is amazing what others collectors have found in their travels. 

There is one sad provision that needs to be mentioned. When I started stamp collecting, the 
album I used to house the Canadian stamps was discontinued making me chose another brand. 
In researching this article, I have noticed that even that second brand has been discontinued. 
This wasn't important for me now because several years ago I switched to a premium brand 
with hingeless album pages. However, I do need to mention that there is one album that has a 
separate see through plastic page for mounting the stamp, which is acid free and is above the 
paper page with the illustration of the stamp. This album is about 3 to 4 times more expensive 
than the price I paid for the current album I use to house my Canadian stamps. 

A final option to consider when looking at housing the stamps accumulated to date is the 
internet. Using any search engine, type in "print you own stamp album" and look at the number 
of hits the request brings on to the screen. The search engine mentions 1,880,000 hits, but this 
includes many of the brand names that have been described above. One site offers Tree print 
your own page to your own design". A few members in this club do use that service, but please 
consider the paper quality used. Heavier paper will have the pages last longer when leafing 
through the 3 ring binder. Check your printer for the paper weight it will print on. There are also 
a couple of individuals who have made preprinted pages based on a major catalogue. These 
pages cover various time periods and so it is possible to focus on a given range of stamps, for 
example Queen Elizabeth. I have used this method myself to print pages for a new country I 
have started to collect. 

Whatever options that are mentioned above that are important for you, keep in contact with the 
local stamp club to receive advice and find out other details from club members. The next 
article will be on the relationship every collector has with stamp catalogues. 



Coming events 

• O c t 1 8 S t C a t h a r i n e s - B e s t W e s t e r n S t a m p S h o w , N i a g a r a R o o m , B e s t W e s t e r n H o t e l , 
Q E W a t L a k e S t r e e t 1 0 A M t o 4 P M F r e e p a r k i n g , f r e e a d m i s s i o n a n d f r e e a p p r a i s a l s . 
S p e c i a l i z i n g i n t h e s t a m p s a n d c o v e r s o f C a n a d a a n d t h e B r i t i s h C o m m o n w e a l t h . 
S p o n s o r - a f f i l i a t e : R o y ' s S t a m p s . F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a c t R o y H o u t b y 9 0 5 - 9 3 4 -
8 3 7 7 

• O c t 1 8 G u e l p h - S t a m p e x 2 0 1 4 S t a m p S h o w , E v e r g r e e n S e n i o r s C e n t r e , 6 8 3 W o o l w i c h 
S t r e e t 1 0 A M t o 3 P M . F r e e p a r k i n g , f r e e a d m i s s i o n , l o t s o f d e a l e r s , c i r c u i t b o o k s , 
r e f r e s h m e n t s a v a i l a b l e , f r e e C h i l d r e n ' s t a b l e . S p o n s o r - a f f i l i a t e G u e l p h S t a m p C l u b 
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , c o n t a c t G e o r g e S h e p h e r d 5 1 9 - 2 4 2 - 8 0 2 2 , o r e m a i l n g s h e p h e r d @ 
r p l r o y a l t y . c o m 

• Oct 25 Brampton - GRVPA Club Fair, Terry Miller Centre, 1295 Williams Parkway 
10 AM to 4:30 PM GRVPA and GTAPA clubs with their circuit books (700+), two 
silent auctions, exhibits, youth table, snack bar, free parking and admission. 
Sponsor-Affiliate GRVPA. For more information contact Stuart Keeley, email 
stuart.keeley@sympatico.ca 
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p r e f e r e n c e i s f o r u s e d s t a m p s w i t h c i r c u l a r d a t e c a n c e l s . 
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n e w s l e t t e r . I a m s t i l l f i g h t i n g w i t h m y c o m p u t e r , b u t I a m w i n n i n g t h e b a t t l e . 
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